
February 13, 2014 

Natural Resources 

Commission Meeting 

NRC Policy Committee on  

Wildlife & Fisheries 

 



Proposed Orders 

• NRC – For Action 

– License Updates to Align with 2013 PA 108 

(WCO Amendment No. 2 of 2014) 

 



NRC Policy Committee on  

Wildlife and Fisheries  

 

 

• Fisheries Chief Update 

• Wildlife Chief Update 

• Winter and Wildlife 

• CWD Response Plan Review  



Department of Natural Resources 

Fisheries Division Update 

Jim Dexter, Chief 

Fisheries Division 

February 13, 2014 



Fisheries Update 

• February 1 Black Lake Sturgeon Fishery 

• Lake Michigan Yellow Perch Summit 

– March 22 Chicago 

 

 



• Outreach campaign to 

raise awareness 

• June 6 & 7th 

• 6-8 lakes that have 

active partners 

AIS Landing Blitz 



• Structured to follow 

Strategic Plan 

• Healthy waters 

• Fishing opportunities 

• Partnerships 

• Assessments 

• Division operations 

 

 

2013 Annual Report 



2 new state records!! 

 

 



Department of Natural Resources 

Any Questions? 

Thank You! 



Wildlife Division Update 

Russ Mason, Chief 

Wildlife Division 

February 13, 2014 



Michigan Chapter of the National 

Wild Turkey Federation Awards 

Outstanding Conservationist of the Year for 2013!  

Lisa Jackson,  

Wildlife Division 

 

 

 

Michigan Officer of the Year for 2013! 

  Jason McCullough,  

Law Enforcement Division 



Thank You 

www.michigan.gov/wildlife 



Brent Rudolph, Deer and Elk Program Leader 

Wildlife Division 

February 13, 2014 

Winter and Wildlife 



• Michigan wildlife are adapted to survive 

harsh winter conditions 

• “Severe” weather benefits some wildlife 

(e.g., ruffed grouse, snowshoe hare) 

• It is important to acknowledge Michigan 

citizens’ concerns and interests in wildlife 

 

Winter Weather Impacts 



• Monitoring efforts: 

– Winter Severity Index 

– UP snow depth measurements 

– Field observations 

– Public contacts 

• Deer survival and productivity will decline, 

particularly if spring breakup is delayed 

 

2013-14 Winter and Deer 



• Online winter mortality report 

• Weekly internal field reports 

– Direct observations 

– Public reports & follow up 

– Regional Supervisor summaries to 

Wildlife Division 

Observations and Data Compilation 



• Severe winter talking points: inform staff, 

distribute at outdoor shows 

• Considerations for feeding wildlife 

– Review regulations for deer and elk  

– Advice to reduce unintended harm 

– Summarize disease manual information 

• Wildlife Division Website revisions  

– Update ample background material 

– Provide link to winter mortality report 

Communications Efforts 



Thank You 

www.michigan.gov/wildlife 



Dan O’Brien, Veterinary Specialist 

Wildlife Disease Laboratory 

February 13, 2014 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 

Response Plan Review  



• Revised in July 2012 (pp. 2-3) 

• Reviewed the scientific literature (~240 

references), summarized into 11 principles 

to guide management (pp. 3-4, Appendix)  

• Separate, but cooperative, surveillance 

and response plans for wild (MDNR) and 

privately-owned (MDARD) cervids 

 

Brief overview of the Plan 



• Goal: Determine presence/absence & 
extent of CWD (p. 4) 

• Ongoing routine: passive, targeted (test 
skinny &/or abnormally-behaving animals 
reported by staff, public) 

• Outbreak: active, geographically focused 
(test culled and/or hunter-harvested 
animals obtained via mandatory check 
after identifying a CWD-positive) 

Free-ranging (wild) deer, elk, moose: 

Surveillance (testing) 



Free-ranging deer, elk, moose: 

Surveillance to date: all CWD-negative 

DEER 

(detail) 

YEAR Active Road-kill Targeted TOTAL 

1998 459 0 0 459 

2002 4,305 22 46 4,373 

2003 5,516 50 54 5,620 

2004 6,721 38 62 6,821 

2005 1,606 19 78 1,703 

2006 1,460 9 73 1,542 

2007 1,352 7 48 1,407 

2008 9,024 232 88 9,344 

2009 1,064 11 61 1,136 

2010 834 11 50 895 

2011 758 0 40 798 

2012 5 0 28 33 

2013 6 0 40 46 

2014 1 0 2 3 

TOTAL 33,111 399 670 34,180 

SPECIES TOTAL 

DEER 34,180 

ELK 1,598 

MOOSE 70 

ALL 35,848 



• Goals: 

– 1) Limit further CWD transmission  

– 2) eradicate if “surveillance suggests that is 
likely to be achievable” (p. 6) 

• Trigger for response: CWD identified in 
either a PO or wild cervid, in MI or within 
10 miles of the MI border (p. 6) 

Free-ranging deer, elk, moose: 

Response to a positive 



• What happens then: (p. 6) 

– Population survey to determine species 
presence, density, distribution 

– Establish CWD Management Zone (MZ):  
• Map the index case, draw a 10 mi radius (5 mi for 

POCs) around it 

• “At a minimum, any county the boundary of which 
is intersected by that radius will be defined as part 
of the MZ” (pp. 7,8) 

• Provision to expand if cervids likely to move 
beyond MZ boundaries (pp. 6,7) 

Free-ranging deer, elk, moose: 

Response to a positive 



• What happens then: 

– Initiate actions in the MZ: (p. 6) 
• “Implement a deer feeding and baiting ban, which 

at a minimum should include the entire MZ”  

• Prohibit movement of carcasses & parts (both 
POC and wild) out of MZ 

• Intensify surveillance: Mandatory check and testing 
of all cervids taken in the MZ  

– Establish surveillance goals (based on pop. 
survey, current science, et al.) 

– Conduct surveillance (p. 7) 

Free-ranging deer, elk, moose: 

Response to a positive 



• What happens then: 

– Present results to Department and NRC for 
informed decisions (consistent with their legal 
authorities) concerning the necessity, nature 
and extent of response actions (p. 8) 

 

Free-ranging deer, elk, moose: 

Response to a positive 



CWD management: 
 What’s worked, what’s sort of worked, 

what hasn’t worked 

• Measures to prevent establishment (detect 

infected animals asap, keep densities low, 

minimize aggregations, regulate/enforce POCs, 

carcass movement) 

• Agency culling (holds prevalence steady by  

incidence, but doesn’t stop spread, decreases 

hunter success at county, but not regional, scale) 

Mateus-Pinilla et al., Prev. Vet. Med. 110:541-548 (2013) 

Manjerovic et al., Prev. Vet. Med. (in press). 

“Frequent and continuing intervention with at least 

moderate intensity of culling (28-59 deer/section/year) 

were needed to reduce CWD prevalence” 



• Measures to prevent establishment (detect 

infected animals asap, keep densities low, 

minimize aggregations, regulate/enforce POCs, 

carcass movement) 

• Agency culling (holds prevalence steady by  

incidence, but doesn’t stop spread, decreases 

hunter success at county, but not regional, scale) 

• Hunter-harvest alone (growing prevalence, spread 

in WI, WY, CO, WV) 

CWD management: 
 What’s worked, what’s sort of worked, 

what hasn’t worked 



Timely food for thought 

Wildlife Professional 7(4): 42-47 

(Winter 2013) 

 

http://news.wildlife.org/twp/2013

-winter/elk-winter-feeding-

disease-facilitation/  



Thank You 

www.michigan.gov/wildlifedisease 

 


